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TAGS: PFOR US AO MP 

SUBJECT: ANGOLAN RECOGNITION 

REF: STATE 265503 

1. REFTEL RECEIVED SUNDAY TOO LATE TO TAKE ANY ACTION UNTIL 
TODAY. THIS MORNING I INFORMED PRIME MINISTER RAMGOOLAM OF 
GIST OUR VIEWS ON ANGOLAN SITUATION, EMPHASIZING LIMITS OF 
MPLA CONTROL WITHIN ANGOLA AND OUR HOPE THAT GOM WILL REFRAIN 
FROM PREMATURE MOVE TO RECOGNIZE MPLA AA SOLE GOVERNMENT OF 
ANGOLA AT TIME OF INDEPENDENCE. 

2. RAMGOOLAM INFORMED ME THAT HE HAD NOT BEEN AWARE THAT 
SITUATION IS AS COMPLICATED AS IT APPARENTLY IS AND HAD BEEN 
SURPRISED BY IDI AMIN'S PROTEST AGAINST SOVIET ACTIONS. 

RAMGOOLAM INFORMED ME THAT HE HAD RECEIVED INVITATION FROM MPLA 
TO ATTEND INDEPENDENCE CEREMONY IN LUANDA AND SINCE HE COULD 
NOT GO HIMSELF HE SENT HEALTH MINISTER SIR HAROLD WALTER AS 

HIS REPRESENTATIVE. WHO DEPARTED MAURITIUS NOVEMBER 8 AND 
HAS PROBABLY ALREADY ARRIVED IN LUANDA. RAMGOOLAM BELIEVES 
THERE IS NOTHING HE CAN NOW DO TO CHANGE ACTION HE HAS ALREADY 
TAKEN. 
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3. WHILE WAITING FOR CHANCE TO TALK TO PRIME MINISTER I ALSO 
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CONVEYED CONTENTS OF REFTEL TO EXTERNAL AFFAIRS PERMANENT SECRETARY 
PARFAIT, WHO SAID THAT RAMGOOLAM MADE HIS DECISION TO ACCEPT 
MPLA INVITATION AND SEND WALTER AS REPRESENTATIVE LAST WEEK 
OVER OBJECTIONS OF SENIOR EXTAFF OFFICIALS. 

4. IF DEPARTMENT'S REQUEST HAD BEEN RECEIVED EARLIER LAST 
WEEK THERE MIGHT HAVE BEEN SOMETHING WE COULD HAVE DONE TO 
PERSUADE RAMGOOLAM TO HOLD BACK, BUT MY EFFORT TODAY SEEMED 
UNFORTUNATELY LIKE TRYING TO LOCK THE BARN DOOR AFTER THE HORSE 
HAD GONE. 

MANHARD 
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